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Meanwhile. In times of De- and
Re-Construction

eoAlR was initiated in 2003 by the Georgian artist Sophia Tabatadze,

who had returned from Holland to Georgia after studying, working
and living there for many years. Since 2007 it has been officially registered
as a non-governmental organization, a non-profit legal entity that works
with project-related funding.

The idea behind founding GeoAIR was to organize and collaborate in
international exchange projects with the goal of strengthening the Georgian
and Caucasian art world, bringing together artists from different cultural
backgrounds and finding relevant contexts for them to work in.

The situation in the arts in 2003 and 2004, when [, too, returned to Georgia
from Germany, was very difficult, as the contemporary art scene had no
public presence here. The impression back then was that all the artists
were holed up in their studios. As an outsider it was almost impossible to
get an insight into the city’s cultural life. No museum or gallery provided
information about the state of the arts in the city or in the country as a whole,
there was no magazine dedicated to contemporary art and art discourse,
and not even a city guide with listings of galleries and cultural events. In
short, there was no shared cultural facility or adviser to guide the ‘outsider’
through the city’s cultural landscape. Since the 1990s, artistic events have
rarely been documented and materials are still scattered among private
studios, homes and short-lived galleries and institutions. The local artistic
scene was invisible to itself as well as to the rest of the world, its potential
for development impeded. Cultural projects emerged only for short periods
of time on account of political instability and the lack of a cultural strategy,
long-term thinking, and systematic analysis. The continuity needed for
sustainable cultural development was — and still is — missing.

Given this situation, GeoAIR felt it necessary to initiate international
exchange projects.

Up to 2010, GeoAIR had no physical space, all projects were organized and
presented in the context of the project. For the most part GeoAIR chooses
spaces not associated with institutional arts, such as a wine factory, a silk
museum, a former ministry, etc. There are several reasons for this:

The first reason relates to the non-existence of contemporary art museums
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and galleries in Thilisi and in Georgia in general. Until recently there was
no institution in Georgia representing contemporary art. CCA Thbilisi
opened its doors on 1 October 2010. The ‘Georgian National Museum:
loseb Grishashvili Thilisi Historical Museum — Carvasla’ is the only state
museum hosting most of the contemporary exhibitions taking place in
Thilisi, although it has no clearly defined profile. The job it does is absolutely
creditable — if not for the ‘Carvasla’ there would be no possibility of hosting
large-scale projects.

Most of the State Museums and galleries are being completely or partly
renovated for years now.

The second reason why GeoAlIR always moves from one space to anotheris
our wish to explore and get connected to other initiatives and organizations
interested in developments in contemporary art. GeoAIR stimulates and
raises awareness and engagement with art and culture not only in Georgia,
but also within the Caucasus region. We work together with international
individuals and organizations that share our goals.

Besides this, GeoAlR always looks for a dialogue not only within the art
scene, but also tries to set up communications with the general public
and local dwellers. With their projects GeoAIR focuses and comments on
diverse socio-political and urban aspects of the city and the country.

IN 2007 GEOAIR STARTED A PROJECT CALLED ‘ARCHIDROME’, which
serves as a space for the accumulation and generation of information and
knowledge on cultural developments and the artistic discourse primarily
in Georgia, but also in Armenia, Azerbaijan and Turkey. The project
creates opportunities for local and international artists, arts professionals,
interdisciplinary academics and independent researchers, as well as for
the general public, to exchange ideas, knowledge and experience on
current trends in the field of contemporary art. ‘Archidrome’ provides open
access to artistic creations, generating relevant discourse and establishing
an art platform for artistic exchange, educational and public awareness
purposes. ‘Archidrome’ is a material and web archive encompassing the
works of artists from the region, as well as related informative, critical and
theoretical materials. ‘Archidrome’ contains artists’ portfolios, texts, DVDs,
postcards, sound recordings, and so forth. Local as well as foreign artists
are invited for presentations and lectures that concern cultural events in
the region.

IN 2010 GEOAIR STARTED A SELF-DIRECTED RESIDENCY
PROGRAMME that offers primarily curators and cultural producers the
opportunity to base themselves in Thilisi and to use this location as a
starting point from which to build networks, meet artists, cultural institutions
and curators from the Caucasus region, and to develop and deepen their
knowledge of and research into the Caucasus context. Before now there
was no pre-programmed residency available in Thbilisi, and very rare
opportunities for curators and theoreticians to work in and on Georgia and
the Caucasus.
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The GeoAlIR residency programme emphasizes a collaborative process
with institutions, organizations and cultural producers from the Caucasus
region, and is intended to strengthen and extend the artistic foundation of
the area and to encourage and stimulate the exchange of knowledge and
the production of significant cultural projects over a long period of time.

GeoAlIR does not propose a set programme or conditions. Instead, GeoAIR
is responsive to ideas and opportunities that emerge from our network and
proposed resident projects.

GeoAIR assists in the realization, investigation and conception of new
productions and research through connecting the resident with suitable
organizations, curators, artists, venues and research opportunities in

relation to the proposed project. GeoAlIR’s flexible platform enables the
programme and the resident to work with a wide variety of partners on
innovative project collaborations.

This structure addresses the need for information and knowledge exchange
and recognizes the potential for wider impact and multiplier effects,
and encourages the creation of this ripple effect both in and outside the
Caucasus region.

Every resident is required to give a public presentation at a location in
Thilisi. Our residency is always stressing the importance of residents
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making presentations in various places and, if the project entails travel,
to hold a public presentation at other sites. It is up to the resident what
form of public presentation they wish to do. This can be an artist talk, a
workshop, a lecture about a specific topic, a presentation about the project,
a discussion or an exhibition.

GeoAIR asks each resident to contribute to our ‘Archidrome’ Contemporary
Art Archive. Residents are asked to bring materials concerning not only
their own practices, but also from their own network of artists, curators and
other institutions in order to enrich the archive and enforce the residency’s
focus on international collaboration and dialogue.

Here is a selection of projects by and with GeoAlR:

‘FOREIGNER’ 2003. Location: A wine factory in Thilisi, Georgia, and Felix
Meritis, Amsterdam, NL. Concept and organization GeoAIR/Qudi: Sophia
Tabatadze, Nino Purtskhvanidze.

‘GEORGIA HERE WE COME’ 2006. Location: NAC (National Art Centre),
Thilisi, Georgia, and Expodium, Utrecht, NL. Concept and realization:
ERforS (Enough Room for Space) (NL): Marjolijn Dijkman, Maarten
Vanden; Xpodium (NL): Maaike Gouwenberg, Bart Witte; Organization in
Georgia GeoAlR: Sophia Tabatadze, Nadia Tsulukidze, Freya van Dien.

‘EXCHANGE ACADEMY’ 2008. Location: State Silk Museum, Thbilisi,
Georgia. Concept and organization GeoAlR: Freya van Dien / Onno Dirker
/ Sophia Tabatadze.

‘RECIPROCAL VISIT 2009. Location: State Silk Museum, Tbilisi, Georgia
and DEPO, Istanbul, Turkey. Concept and realization: Selda Asal and
Serra Ozhan (TR).

‘FROZEN MOMENTS: ARCHITECTURE SPEAKS BACK. RESEARCH
& LEISURE’ 2010. Location: The former Ministry of Highways of the
Georgian Soviet Socialist Republic, Tbilisi, Georgia. Project by Joanna
Warsza. Produced by the Other Space Foundation and the Laura Palmer
Foundation Warsaw, in collaboration with GeoAIR Georgia, AICA Armenia
and the Institute for Real-Estate Economy and Project Management,
Biberach, Germany.

www.geoair.blogspot.com

www.geoairresidency.blogspot.com
www.archidrome.blogspot.com

Nini Palavandishvili

Curator of GeoAIR
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eoAIR @oombeo 2003 Bgmb Jodmggmo dbohgMol bmxoo
Hodo¢hodol  dogMm, HMIgmoy  IGMogzombBmosbo  LBagmol,
3bmgMmgoolo o dPdomodol 8939y 3MMobEooEOb LagoMmggmmao
©o0MYbo. 2007 Bmmoob ol mgogoomy®mo MYgoLbhmomgdymos
OMam®m3  9MoLoIMOZOMIM MmMIdboBogod O 9Mo3MIAgME30HM
Bogd0obmodol 96930 30rIM9IHYOMOb 303806 JOYM RMbEIOMOE ghmo(.

GeoAIR-0b  oo®mbgdol dodobo oym Jodmymo @O  3o330L07Mo
dbohgmmdol m®mgobodgdo O MobddIGMAMmMOS  Laghmadmmobm
39(33(M0m0 3MMYJHhgdol RoMamgddon, Momo Mo30 dmgyoMmo bbgoolbgo
BoMmMIogmmdols dbo¢hgdgodobomgaol o dmygdgobo dgbgdol BgdhHomgdo,
GM3mob Eobdo®mgdomoi 0bobo 3Grmgdhdo dxdomdol 89dmmgdbgb.

2003-2004 6Bmgddo, GmEgbog dgMadobooEob 993  O30MY6O,
bgmmgbgd0L LRgMmdo LozdoME MMYMO 30MOMYdS 0gM: MObOIgEOMZY
bgmmgbgdol Logommggmmmado bozmgoo® oMooMydEbgb. 0gdbgdmpo
0m00930MmYdo, ®m3  ygzgmo dbohzoMmo  mozol  LobgmmLbmdoo
Bogzahomo. 3oMydg 30Mmolmzol dgndmgdgmo 0gm, mM3omo 993693060
Jomogdol 3ymbdymo sbmg®mgdobmgol. 396 o03mzoo dPdgndL ob
30mM9M9ols, MmMIAgmoE 30goEbmodEe byemmgbgool Legm™mTo oMLYdHM
0aM3oMmgmdol, oM dMHLYdMIEL JYMbomo, MMIJMoE MobodgpdOhmgy
bgmmgbgdol o6 dob 3FMohozolb 9gdmabgdmpo, ofH dmodgobgdmpo
Jomogdol 330033t 930 gomgMmggoolo o Jnmb®dymo mmbolbdogogdol
byLbom. ghmo Lohyzom, 39ndmgdIMmo 0gm 3IPMOYIMIYWOo bmgcdgdol
dgbobgd 0bam®Adzoolo ™y ®hHhgzol domgdo. 90-0060 Bmgdoob
dmygmmgdygmo, bodbo¢hgmm mmbobdogdgdol m3ydgbhodmgdo 0dg0omo@
bgdmo. dobomo EMIIEY 3oRObHYMmOoo Bobemgddo, Lobgmmbmgobo
©O  QOOMIO0m  ZomgMmggole  ®my  0bbhohnhgodo.  OEIOMMIMO30
Lodbohgzmm LbRgdm PYbmdo ogm GMZMOE 0EFNMMIM039008m300L,
01939 EobaMAYho FLmemombmgol. dobo gobgomoMmgdo RYMbgdmEo.

3MMOoh03xMo dMobhodomy®Ommdol, 08939 3PWMOIMYWo LHGOHIa00UL,
mMLAZIMYHIMMOoLo o LOLEHYIPGOO dbooBdol dMIMLgdMINL odm,

bm® 309 EgdME dbmmmE IM3mg3000060 3PMH MmO 3Mmgdhgodo.



0030QNOL3IO3NE®HI —bOFIOMNBIVML 019608IOMHMBEI IGHOLO3GBI |

9 0gm dmEgdPmmos. 03 30000090000 godmdEobotmg, GeoAlR-3o
03Mdbm  LagoMmmyoo, 3obg30maMYd0bo  LogMmOTMGObMm  goE3mMomo
36 mggdhgoo.

2010 6emodg GeoAIR-b o6 3JmbEo 3mb3zMmghnmo 1odozn®o LogMm3y.
36O M9dHgool mMmaobodgoo o BoMEagbo bpgdmeo dobo Foboo®bol
3060h99bh0©ob godmanbomyg. GeoAlIR do®HomoEa 0bgm sMolodbohzmhm
o 0Mobobygmmabgdm LogMmEggdl oMmBg3Eo, MmaM®MoEdo  M3060L
Jotmbobo, 00Mgdndol 99391930, ymaomo bodobobH®mm o 0.8. boodobm
0609mm0 308980 0MHLYIMBEY: YIMo3mHgbo 308980 ©o30330MYdYM0s 0d
RIHhmob, H®MI 00030 o 3N00boE BogoHMZIMMB0 06 dOHLYIMAL
mobodgEMmm3g bgmmgbgool 3dPBgndo  ob gommgMgo. P3obolzbgmm
©OMIEY LodoMmM3gMMB0 06 IM0dgdbgdMEO EOBYLYdYYOL, HMIGMO
®060390M™39 bgmmmgbgdol BomImohgbo. mobodgpdmmgg bgmmabgdol
396¢h®o mdomobo, CCA — Thilisi, 2010 Bmol 1 mghmadgOL gooblbe.
L,00gdoOM3IMML 9O M3bmo 3PBgndol 0mLgd gMmododgomol Lobgmmadol
®d0mobol oLhMGoYmo 3Pdgydo — Jo®m3zabma* ghmoEgMmo Lobgmato-
qm 99899000, GMIgMOE  MmdomoLIo  godoMmym  MobodgEd™may
bgemm3bgdol godmagbgol dob3nbdmmdl, dogMmod dobog ob odgL
963609369t mgbo gobLadmadymo 3dmaomo. Logddg, GMIgMLLS
9L 3pB9ydo 039myol, domoob EOLOROLYOgMNS. MHMI oMo ,JoMm3olma*,
999dmgdgmo  0gbgdmeo oo  3Mmgdhgdol  gobbmmEogmygdo.
LobgmadBonym 39891ndgd0Lo o ZomgMggdol oo bobowmo 1339 Bemgdono
©039h0moo MHY3MbLMYJE00L godm.

Lbgo J0B980, Mol 3odmE GeoAlR godyEdgdom JdmadogMmdl gohmo
030M0Eob 3gm®m9do, gobdommdgdymoo B3gbo byHzomom, d03033wm0-
™m0 00bodgdhmzg bgmmgzbgdol gobzomomyoom ©oobhghglgoym bbgo
™m©3ob0303090L0 My 060300H0390L O JMBHOIHO O30TYIOM® FoMMb.
GeoAIR 3m31pmomodo3ooll 1693l 3gmbndobo o bgmmgbgool oMo
domBhm bodo®mm3zgE™Bo, 0MHoIgE 3o330L0030. 396 3MOBOITGMIMOM
BogMMOBMEOLM MGMZob0B03090mMmOb o 300MM3b69090mob, HMIMYO03
B396L 303690L 0B0oMgdgb.

960 9b603g, GeoAlR 3E0MMOL, OOMMZ0 d60MIMML bgmmm3o690m0b,
Lbgo db®mog 30, O0BHYM9LYdIMOL, MBHogho oodgommL Lodmao-
©MYooLbmob o 2EaNMMOMm0g  dmULobmgmdolmob.  GeoAlR-ol
3MM™9dhgool  gydoeegdolb 3gbd®3o 9gdpaze Jomogobo o g3gybol
LOEOMYM-3MMOHh03ne o Moobym 3O MIMYdohozobmob ©o303-
F06907mo bbgoobbgo Logombgdo.

2007 6gmb GeoAlR-3d o06ym 3mgdho ,00Jomman — mobodgpdhmay
bgmmabgdol oMmdogzo”. 3Gmgdholb  dodoboo, TMmo3m3zmL  36Mdgdo
39mbHc0b gobzomamgdobo o bgmmgbgool 8globgd o bgmo BgnbymL
0033060 060yMm®3o300L ggbgMomgool, 30639t ®0gdo, Lagommagmmao,
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01939 bLmAbgmBo, 0B8xMBVNFEOLO MY MYMIgmBo. 3MMgdho Lodyomgdol
0dmy3L 2anmMmMAMm03 o PEbmgm dboh3zmgdl, bgmmmgbgoomamobggol,
©00MY3000909t 333eM93MgoLo o LoBdMaOEMYIL, goEgommb 0YYdo,
3™Ebo o 3odmEEomgdo Mmobodgpmmgyg bygmmgbgdol 0dg0d0bEgmo
H96®9b30gd0l dglobgd. ,oMmdoEGO™I0* PBGOHYb3gmymal dbohgzdmymo
60399936900l bgmmdobobgzEmamdol, dgbododolo Eob3nrbool oGOLYdIMBOL,
dobol  Loxyyd3zgml, ®MAgMoOE 030 YdgMoo  bogabdobommgdmm
o LoBmgoEmed®mogo 0bhgmglol BobomanggdmoE. ,oMmdoEOmIol"
ROOH3MY030 bmdEngmEgds 393mombodbymo Mgaombol dbohzodmmo
60399936900, 0939 FoOMOb E303806MYOYMO 0bRME®ToE00l, 3GM0¢H0-
390 BgHomgoobo o mgm®moymo dobomol gmmgdhOmbym gm®madohdo
©o0MJ03900. L,0MJoEMMA0" MmOl dbohgodmmo 3MmOAHRMMOMYOL,
Hh9gbhgol, DVD-ob, bLogmbhm doMmomgdl, bdol BobobgMmgol o 0.3., 06393
OHM3MME 2030MMOMm03Z, o939 yEbmgm dbo¢hzmgdl 3Mgdgbhorngoolo
0 M9d309d0bomzol, HMIMYO0E M9aembol 3PmAH MM mmbolbdogdgdl
qbgodo.

2010 Bmoob GeoAlR-30 ©o0bym mgzomdommzoEo  MydoEgbiool
3O MgModo, MmAgmoE Lmogedmdl Iydodhmdmgolbo ©o bgmmgobgol,
©om)dbEbgb mdomobdn o godmoygbmb gl oEaomo 3Mbhodhgool
©obodyomgdmo, B8gbgbgb  dbohg™gdl,  FPMmAIMol  LoygMdmado
dmmgobg o6 Lobgmmmgbgdm 0bbhoByHIOLO O FPMOHMEMIIL 3og3oLool
©930mboEob, Gomo gobogomommb o  oom®mILgmb  mo3006m0
3™Ebo o 33mggo 30330L00L 3MbhaJuhdo. ododEg od oGMLYdMOEO
3OmgMmodom  gomzgomolBobgoymo  Lobgmmgbgom  G9dogbino
®d0mob30. 3PMIHMMIOLO O MIMOYH03mLol momddol o6 dgmbom
9gbodmgdommoe, 9dydogom  Lodo®mmagmmado  Logommggmmbo o
30330b00b Mgaombol 3mbhgduhdy.

GeoAIR-0l ®9309b6300L 3MMaMmododo 3oblozxm®mgdymo YyMomgdo
9mdmdo  3og3oLool Mggomboll Lbgoolbgo 0bLHoHHIdMOb, ™m®o-
60303090006 ©O FPMHYMOL LeygM ™Mo dmM3eby 3O MRILOMbOMYdMOb
®06033OMIMMIOL, Momo godmogmEgl 038 oMJomB0  IPWMHYIOYWO
RMbBEYO0L FPTomodo, bgmmo g969mb 3m@bol goggmol s 3603369mmmgobo
390HOPImOo 3Om9dhgdol gobobgmdmoggdobl.

GeoAIR 30360 o® obobogl, 999ddboll 3GrMg™modgdo ob Bodmoygbml
LBoggmo®o  306mmogdn.  3oModom, ob  odd  09Ygd0Lbm3zol o
99bodmydM™0gd0Lm3oL, HMIgmoE dmEol B39bo Jugmob Bgztgdolgobd
07 9a0MMIM030 3MMmgdhgdoEob. GeoAlR yp3ogdodmgdo dgbododol
™m©3ob0do30g0L,  FPMOGHM®mIOL, 3bohz®mIdl o  ®bo3IGMIMMAL
3000006, MomoE bgmb PBYmOL obogmo dMmEYJEoolo ™y 3gmggzol
30bbm®m309mgoabo o 0639LH0MYooL. GeoAlIR-0b dmgbomo 3emodhRmM®3Id
9gbodmgommool odmggl M980gbhgdlo o 3MMaMmodgol, 0dnxdomb
36030t 30MHB0MOMOb 06M30309M0 3D MYJHool 3obgomomgdody.
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gm3zgmo ®9809gbho 30mEgdRmM0o, AddhoMmml Lbogodm 3Mgdgbhoioe.
0y 3mmgdho 000l Lbodyomgdol odmgglo, H3gbo MgBogbioo @O
3603369mm0d0l  060890L  ®9gBoybhgool  dmaBoyndm Mmool mdomolL
30M9m, 30330L00oL  Mggombol QoMamgddo, LogoMm 3GMYBgbhoEool
BobohoMmgdmo.

dbmmmE ®98009gbhdge odm3nEYdYMO, My Mo bobol 3GM9B39bhogool
Bo®m3moEagbl. gl dgndmmgdo ogmlb dmblgbgos, gmmIdmaon, mgdino
0039 L39E0RO3PM Lozombdg, 3MMgdhol 3M9dabhopns, OLbILoo ob
30dmxgbo.

GeoAIR mbm3gl yggmo ®98ogbhl, mogzobo B3momo  Fgo¢obml
®0b0dg9EMmm3g bgmmgbgool oMmdogdo ,oMmdo®mmadn”. B396 3mbmzm
©9%0096(h90L, 0mMa30BmEmMB  dologmgoo oMo  FodOHm  LOZYMOMO
990mgdaggdol  Bgbobgd, oModgE mo300b6mo  Jugmol dboh3zmgddy,
39MohmMmgdLo o 0bbRHOGHYHIOBY, GomO  o300EOEMM®M  RMBEO
0  3030dmoghmm  M980gbgool  FoLbBMmoxgde  LagHmodm®molm
006033 MIMMI0LO O EOdMMZnLzgb.

GeoAIR-0l 309® o doLmob ™0bodIOrMIAMMINLLOL  0booMgdymo

36 M9dh9ooo:

o ysbmgmo®, 2003, o@aomo — 3060l Jombobo, mdomolo,
Lodommggmm o q@gmodl dgdohobol gmbeo, 03bdhgGmEdo,
60gMHmobEgdo; 3MbgREoe o ™MmMaobodgos — GeoAlR/dyoc:
Lmaod hoodododg, 60bm aymibgobody;

o LLbodommggmm, B396 dmgpozo®mm®, 2006. o@aomo — gMmgbymo
bgmmabgdol 3960,  mdomobo, Lodommgzgmm,  IhHdgbho,
60gMHMobEgdo; 3MbEINE00 O MMRobodgdo: do0039 3939609630
/ 06 30¢hg (Expodium), doMmommob ©o3dobo o doo®mhgb 30696
900960 (ERforS), bmaoo ¢odohodg, bopoo Bymyzndg, aadgoo 306
©06 (GeoAlIR ,3033mM0m0 03009300 2008. dganmo — 00Mmydydol
LobgmadBogym dydgndo, mdomobo, LodoOmm3gmm; 3MBbEINE0O O
™m©3ob0d3g00 — Moo 306 0B, MBM EOM3IM O LMmRNS Hododhody
(GeoAIR);

o ,mM3bMogo 3080h0*, 2008. osgomo — 00MmYdndol LobgmmdBonm
3989930, mdomobo, Lodommggmm, DEPO, b¢hoddymo, myhdamo;
3Mb33993300 O MGZob0dgdo: by dbomo, bgMo mB3obo;

° ,3040bymo  dmdgbhgdo:  odmdohgdhado  333oLgbmol.  33emg30
©o ©obggbgoo”, 2010. ogomo — Lodommggmml  Loddmmo
Lmoomobhymo Ggbdnomozol boogdhmadmdnmm 3d3gdol ymaomo
BodoboLH®M. FMobo 30MToL 3O M9gdho; 3O MEOYLYMgdn: 896 Lagol
ambeo (Other Space Foundation) o moyn®mo 3omdghol ggmbeo,
3063030 (Laura Palmer Foundation Warsaw); GeoAlR-obo ©o 9030 —
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Frozen Moments:
Architecture Speaks
Back. From George
Chakhava'’s private
archive, July

22-25, 2010, Thilisi,
Georgia; The Former
Ministry of Highways
of the Georgian
Soviet Socialist
Republic
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Lmdbgmol (AICA) dmbobommgmdom; gd®mogo Jmbgool g3mbmangobo
o 3Mm9ghoLb 39693396h 0L 0bbhohaho, 00dgMobo, ggMadoboo.

www.geoair.blogspot.com
www.geoairresidency.blogspot.com
www.archidrome.blogspot.com
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